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generous, and impartial; but if James in-
tended, as I think he did, to picture the
drama of human belief, with its risks and
triumphs, the method was inadequate.
Dramatists never hesitate to assume, and
to let the audience perceive, who is good and
who bad, who wise and who foolish, in their
pieces ; otherwise their work would be as
impotent dramatically as scientifically. The
tragedy and comedy of life lie precisely in the
contrast between the illusions or passions of
the characters and their true condition and
fate, hidden from them at first, but evident
to the author and the public. If in our
diffidence and scrupulous fairness we refuse
to take this judicial attitude, we shall be led
to strange conclusions. The navigator, for
instance, trusting his " experience " (which
here, as in the case of religious people, means
his imagination and his art), insists on believ-
ing that the earth is spherical; he has sailed
round it. That is to say, he has seemed to
himself to steer westward and westward, and
has seemed to get home again. But how
should he know that home is now where it
was before, or that his past and present
impressions of it come from the same, or